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SUBJ: BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION: DANISH AMBASSADOR WILLIAM 
MCILQUHAM SCHMIDT 

1. HEREWITH IS REQUESTED BIO INFORMATION ON NEW DANISH 
AMBASSADOR TO ITALY: WILLIAM FREDERIC MCILQUHAM SCHMIDT 
WAS BORN JANUARY 24, 1921 IN AARHUS, JUTLAND, THE SON OF 

A SHIP BROKER, CHRISTIAN SCHMIDT, AND CISSY MCILQUHAM 
(PRESUMABLY SCOTTISH MOTHER). MCILQUHAM SCHMIDT GRADUATED 
FROM THE PRESITIGIOUS AARHUS ACADEMY IN 1939, STUDIED LAW 
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF COPENHAGEN, RECEIVING HIS BASIC DEGREE 
IN 1946, AND JOINED THE DANISH FOREIGN SERVICE THAT SAME 
YEAR. FIRST FOREIGN POST WAS WASHINGTON 1949-52. IN 1949 
HE MARRIED JYTTE JENSEN (BORN AUGUST 30, 1921 IN NAESTVED), 
DAUGHTER OF A FLUTIST. 

2. SUBSEQUENT CAREER AS FOLLOWS: CHIEF OF NATO AFFAIRS 
SECTION OF THE FOREIGN MINISTRY 1952-57; FIRST SECRETARY 
IN ROME 1957-59; DEPUTY PERMREP AT DANISH MISSION TO UN 
1959-63; OFFICE DIRECTOR IN FOREIGN MINISTRY 1963, MOVING 
TO LEGAL DIVISION AS DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY IN 1967 
AND ASSISTANT SECRETARY IN 1970. THAT JOB WAS UP-GRADED 
TO DEPUTY UNDER SECRETARY FOR LEGAL AFFAIRS IN 1971. 

3. DURING THESE YEARS IN LEGAL DIVISION, MCILQUHAM SCHMIDT 
SERVED AS DENMARK'S REPRESENTATIVE IN THE CASE AGAINST 
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ON SEVERAL DANISH DELEGATIONS TO UNGA, AND AS OFFICIAL 
RESPONSIBLE FOR PREPARING DENMARK'S LAW OF THE SEA POSITION. 

4. MCILQUHAM SCHMIDT (AS HE IS CALLED) IS NOT 
PARTICULARLY OUTGOING OR AGGRESSIVE - HE HAS SOMETHING OF 
A CLERKISH APPEARANCE - BUT HE HAS BEEN FRIENDLY AND 
COOPERATIVE IN HIS DEALINGS WITH THE EMBASSY AND HAS SEEMED 
TO ENJOY WORKING WITH AMERICANS. HE HAS BEEN REPUTED 
FOR SOME YEARS TO BE ABOUT TO GET AN EMBSSY(WE HAVE 
HEARD MURMURINGS ABOUT "ALWAYS A BRIDESMAID . . .") AND 
HIS EXPECTATIONS WERE FINALLY REWARDED. HIS SPOUSE IS MORE 
SPARKLING AND WILL PROBABLY THOROUGHLY ENJOY THE SOCIAL 
ACTIVITIES SURROUNDING THEIR NEW POSITION. BOTH OF THEM 
SPEAK ENGLISH WELL. 

DUNNIGAN 
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